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Introduction:

The Arab Republic of Egypt provides a number of scholarships to be awarded by Al-Azhar Al-
Sharif, Ministries of Education and Higher Education, the Supreme council of Universities and
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs. In the framework of developing the scholarship awarding
process to conform with the current political stance of Egypt, the cultural sector at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (Head of the Department of Cultural Relations and Deputy Head of Cultural
Relations for foreign student affairs, internships, artistic cooperation, and general cultural and

religious issues), acts as a coordinator between the concerned authorities and our delegations
"abroad to bridge the gaps between different perspectives and remove obstacles in order to have

these scholarships provided in a way that conforms with the prestige of Egypt.

“The Committee of Foreign Student Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs” holds regular
meetings at the Ministry Headquarters headed by the vice head of cultural relations for foreign
students affairs, internships, artistic cooperation, and general cultural and religious topics with
representatives of the following entities:

~ The Presidency of the Arab Republic of Egypt
~ The Ministry of Foreign Affairs

- Th-e( Gener‘al Intelligence Directorate (GID)

-~ The Ministry of Interior

. The Ministry of Religious Endowment “Awqaf” { The Supreme council of Islamic
Affairs)

— The Miniétry- of Finance

—  The Ministry of Highur Education

~ Thé Ministcy of Education

- The Supreme Council of Universities
~ Al -Azhar University

~ Al Azhar Islamic Research Academy

.

— Al Azhar Hostels for Foreign Delegates



First: General Rules:

The following procedures shall be considered and confirmed by the Egyptian Diplomatic
Missions abroad:

Main Deadlines:
- Application Deadline : (before the end of June every year)
—~ Deadline of Candidates artival (the first week of September every year)
-~ Start of the academic year {the second half of September every year)

Late Candidates’ Applications will not be considered and will be returned to the
concerned mission. In order to avoid late applications, eligibility for admission will be for
the,students who graduated two years ago in order to facilitate adherence to school
attendance dates at the beginning of the academic year.

General Requireménts:
1- Candidates should meet the following eligibility criteria before applying:

a) "Candidates shall be citizens of the countries they are applying from and have foreign
(non-Egyptian) parents.

b) Candidates shall not be previously nominated for any of the Arab Republic of Egypt’s
scholarships or previously deprived of any of the scholarships for any reason.

c) Candidates shall have a medical certificate that certifies that they free from any
infectious diseases, and mentally and physically healthy (suffers no physical
disability).

d) No more than one member of the same family (father ~ mother — sons — husband -
wife - siblings) shall be nominated for the same scholarship at the same time (i.e.
same nomination year).

e) Married candidates may be accompanied by his spouse with the proviso that she shall
not be awarded a scholarship to avoid having family members nominated for the
same scholarship.

f) - Candidates shall not be enrolled on another Egyptian or foreign scholarship.

2- Candidates’ documents shall be completed, approved and sealed with the official seal of
the Arab Republic of Egypt by the embassy before submission; all the documents shall
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be submitted in Arabic, English or French or translated from the original language 1o one
of the three previously mentioned ones.

3- All nominations shall be submitted to Department of foreign students’ affairs, internship
and artistic support that undertakes all the nomination-related procedures.

4- The number of nominations shall be equal to the number of scholarships allocated for
each country by the Committee of Foreign Students’ Affairs.

5- The candidate’s name shall be identical to the name mentioned in all the required
documents.

6- Study at the following colleges (Medicine-Dentistry-Pharmacy-Physical Therapy-
Engineering-Urban Planning-Technology-Fine Arts/Architecture) is available for foreign
students to apply for through the Ministry of Higher Education.

7- Students may be transferred between counterpart colleges and change entry to non-
counterpart colleges only once for students who meet the minimum eligible score and
succeeded at the qualifying subjects.

8- Transferring students from foreign universities to Egyptian universities shall not be
accepted. "¢

9. Heads of Al Azhar missions and the embassy shail take part in selecting candidates for Al
Azhar Al Sharif scholarships. In the event of the absence of Al Azhar mission in the
concerned country, Al Azhar shall designate whoever deemed suitable to undertake this
responsibility -through diplomatic channels- and Al Azhar shall bear the expenses
incurred accordingly.

10- Students enrolled in colleges that impose registration fees shall be exempted from fees.

11- Students nominated for scholarships; self-funded students or students funded by any
other authority, shall only receive an entry visa after receiving security approvals and
notifying the missions abroad.

12- 1f a student enrolled on a scholarship whether in Al Azhar Al-Sharif or the Ministry of
Higher Education or the Ministry of Education withdraws his or her documents and
submits a cléarance letter upon his or her request, He or she shall not be nominated for
any other Egyptian scholarship. The nominating body shall be informed that this incident
wilt have a negative impact on the number of scholarships allocated for the concerned
country in the following year.

13- The Egyptian embassies in the approved countries shall inform the ministries of foreign
affairs thereof with the names of students who got accepted in the Egyptian scholarships.



These ministries shall in turn inform their embassies in Egypt. A copy of the notice
thereof shall be sent to the cultural sector at the Egyptian Ministry of F oreign Affairs.

Note:

If a student is found ineligible as he or she doesn't mest the aforementioned eligibility

requirements, he or she shall be immediately deported to his or her country on his or her
expense.

Second: Scholarships Awarded by Al Azhar Al Sharift

1-

Al-Azhar shall bear the expenses of inviting African students who got accepted in the
Egyptian scholarships allocated for African countries —priority goes to African countries
of strategic,importance to Egypt- and shall bear the expenses of their return in case they
succeeded and obtained their bachelor's degree.

Foreign students (only holders of Bachelor’s degrees or Master’s degrees) may carry
excess weight of 20 (twenty) kilograms and the Delegates’ hostel shall bear the expenses
of the excess weight.

Backup scholarships shall be allocated, in case the originally allocated ones were granted.
The backup scholarships shall be divided as follows:

- 105 scholarships under the conirol of the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif,
- 65 scholarships under the control of the President of Al Azhar University,

- The commitiee of foreign students at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall have
- surplus scholarships of the committee.

Foreign students nominated for Al Azhar scholarships shall write an acknowledgement
that he or she is ready to live at the delegates’ hostel in Alexandria after passing the
placement tests and estimating his or her proper academic level. This acknowledgement
shall be sent along with the rest of acknowledgements before the student’s arrival to the
Arab Republic of Egypt.

In case there were no vacancies at the hostel, students shall take the responsibility of
finding a place'of residence for themselves on their own expenses; however students will
receive the named stipend.

If a foreign scholarship holder passes away, the hostel shall pay the burial expenses at the
graveyard of the hostel, If the family of the deceased requests to bury the deceased in
his/her home country, either the family or the embassy of the deceased shall bear the
expenses.

f}(



7-

Making nominations for the scholarships allocated to some countries throu gh recognized
Islamic associations - that handle Muslims affairs in coordination with the Egyptian
embassy - in the candidates' countries is preferable.

Degrees can be 2 years old for Arab students and three years for non-Arabs and South
Sudanese candidates.

The embassy shall take the tickets from the students who didn't accept the scholarship;
tickets — once taken — shall not be given back to them and shall be returned to the cultural
sector at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (foreign students' affairs, internships and artistic
cooperation). Substitute candidates shall only be delegated after sending their final
admission ?pproval to the embassy.

Requ irementé. of Al A;zhar scholarships;

Thé_ nomiﬁgtqd student shall be Muslim,
The student shall be a resident of the same nominating country.

The student’s country shall not have an institute that grants the same degree the student
wishes to obtain.

Al Azhar shall make sure the nominated student had his or her degree equalized.
Accuracy in selecting foreign students for Al Azhar scholarships shall be observed.

No scholarship allocated for a previous year shall be carried over except with a clear
approval from the committee of foreign students at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

{ Required Admission Documents at Al Azhar University:

i-

Al- Azhar high school certificate or an equivalent thereof approved by the foreign
ministry of the concerned country; accredited by the Egyptian embassy and sealed with
the official seal of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

A transcript of high school certificate or an equivalent thereof approved and accredited
by the Egyptian embassy in order to make nominations accordingly.

An original birth certificate that states the mother’s name and birth place approved by the
foreign ministry of the student’s country and accredited by the Egyptian embassy. If the
mother’s name and nationality is not stated in the birth certificate, any other document
that states these two pieces of information, accredited and approved by the two
mentioned authorities, may be attached.



4- Six 4x6 recent personal photos with the candidate’s name and nationality written on the
back of each.

3- A copy of the candidate's valid passport.
6- A certificate of good conduct presented by the nominating entity.

7- A medical certificate from the candidate’s ministry of health to certify that he or she s
medically eligible and does not suffer from any infectious disease (HIV-Hepatitis-
Tuberculosis...etc) and physically and psychologically healthy (doesn't suffer from any
disability), this certificate shall be accredited by the Egyptian embassy.

Documents required to apply for posteraduate studies at Al Azhar:

1+ Documents previously mentioned in items no. (3- 4 -5- 6 -7) on the previous item.
2- An original academic certificate or an accredited copy thereof by ministry of foreign
affairs of the concerned country and approved by the Egyptian embassy thereof.
3- The candidate's transcripts throughout his or her academic study (a transcript for each
academic year) accredited by his or her ministry of foreign affairs and approved by the
Egyptian embassy thereof,
Required Documents for applying for Al Azhar Institutes:
- Documents mentioned in items no. (3-4-5-6-7) in the item before the last one.
2- Original Academic certificate approved by any of the Egyptian embassies or the cultural
departments theré dr Egyptian Interests Care Missions in the concerned countries, these
{ - documents shall also be accredited by the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Notes:

1+ Non-Arabic speaking candidate students accepted on first preparatory class shall not be
younger than (12 years old) and not older than (25 years old); for other classes an age
hierdrchy shall be considered. As for Arabic speaking students, they shall be subject to
the same age conditions applied on Egyptian students.

2- Cextificates of the transitional grades of new students shall not be considered and students
shall take a placement test as deemed suitable by the General Department of foreign
students to place each student in the classes that match their academic leve! to be
enrolled in Al-Azhar Institutes.

3- A student shall not be allowed to change the field of study he or she came to study.



4~ New students shall be distributed among the Egyptian governorates as deemed suitable A
" by Al Azhar.

5- In case a student arrives later than the starting date of the academic year, he or she shall
join the Qualifying Studies Institute and take admission test to be enrolled on a
scholarship the following year. Student have no right to object to the test results.

Conditions_ qf Qualifying Studies:

1- The General Secretariat at the Islamic Research Academy in cooperation with Al Azhar
Institutes Sector organizes a program for qualifying studies in the religious and Arabic
' sciences. These studies shall not be considered an academic stage and shall not grant an
academic degree. New non-Arabic speaking foreign students with neither an academic
degree nor a non-equivalent qualifying degree who wish to study at Al Azhar Institutes
shall join these qualifying studies which hereby qualify students academically and
linguistically in order to take the placement test and be enrolled on the classes that match
their academic level at the Islamic Delegates Institutes and other Azhar Institutes.

2- Foreign holders of academic degrees whose undergraduate and graduate programs didn't
cover some religious and Arabic courses shall join the qualifying studies program as well.
The study thereof shall be decided by the Al Azhar committee of equivalent studies and
according to the used curriculum at the Islamic Delegates Institutes and other Azhar
Institutes. Furthermore, students who wish to Join the Islamic and Arabic studies but
don’t wish to join Al Azhar Institutes or University nor abide by the Institute’s
cugriculum or plan shall join the qualifying studies program.

3- Students, who are enrolled on the qualifying studies program and wish to join Al Azhar
Institutes, shall take a placement test at the beginning of October each year to estimate
their academic level according to the rules and regulations issued in a decree by the
Grand Imam.

Document Réq uired for Equivalency of Postgraduate Studies:
1- A copy of the high school certificate.

2- OQriginal Bachelor’s degree certificate aceredited by the student’s Ministry of foreign
affairs and the Egyptian embassy. Candidates shall be graduated with grade "good" at
least.

3- Original 'éépe_;rate-transcript of the four academic years accredited by the candidate’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Egyptian embassy.



4- The college’s guide (the study plan of the college or the institute) indicating every
subject’s curriculum throughout the four academic years and the number of hours
allocated for each subject. This guide shall be accredited and approved by the college or
the institute

3- Five (5x6) recent personal photographs and five copies of the submitted certificates and
documents, .

6- A letter of approval from the student's embassy to study in Al Azhar Al Sharif at the Arab
Republic of Egypt.

7- An equivalency fee of (500) EGP,

8- All the submitted documents shall be in Arabic and accredited by all concerned
authorities,

Financial Rules:

- Qualifying studies

- Islamic
Delegations Colleges of Al Postgraduate
Institute Azhar university Studies

- Al Azhar
Institutes

The statement

Resident students at
Al Azhar 400 400 400
delegations Hostels

Students living
outside Al Azhar 335 535 535
Delegations hostels

Invitation allowance Equal to a monthly stipend

(once only)
A monthly stipend
o each year
Book allowance conditioned by
passing
Graduation .
allowance Equal to a monthly stipend
Thesis Printing Two months
allowance stipend

- The stipend shall be paid to foreign students as of their arrival date (for students
whose countries are exempted from registration at Travel Documents, Immigration
and Nationality Administration (TDINA)) and as of date of registration for students
who come from other countries, provided that students shall provide a document that



proves their registration within 15 days as of their arrival date to Egypt. If a student

does not provide the document within the mentioned duration herein, he or she shall

be granted the stipend as of the date he or she applied at the administration to join the
_ current academic year.

Notes:

- Thesis printing allowance: A report, written by the supervising professor, indicating
the student finished his or her thesis writing - and is ready for printing - shall be

submitted. Students registered on an internal scholarship shall not have this stipend.

- A full monthly stipend shall be paid to the student. An amount of 30% of the stipend
shall be deducted in case the student has to repeat the academic year; however if
he/she has to repeat the year for a second time, the stipend shall be suspended. The
deducted stipend duration shall be 2 years throughout the whole academic study
duration.

- In case the student travels outside Egypt for any reason, the monthly stipend shall be
suspended all through his stay abroad.

Selecting Potential Majors:

Students shall select (4) of the following options according to the type of their academic
degree (whether Literary or Scientific), taking into consideration minimum admission
requirements and the qualifying courses for each college (same options of the scientific
section except for the Faculty of Sciences and the Faculty of Agriculture):

Scientific Section for Boys

Sciences
Agricuylture
Commerce

Education (general)
'Languages and Translation
Usul Ed-deen
Arabic Language
Sharia and faw
Islamic Dawah
Arabic and Islamic Studies
Usul Ed-deen and Dawah

Literary Section for Boys

Faulty of Education;
(General- Literature-Libraries and Education

Technology- Social Service)
Languages and Translation:
(General department- Islamic studies in
English, French, Chinese and German-
Simultaneous Interpretation- Islamic
Pedagogy in African Languages)
Arabic Language:

(General- History and Civilization- Journalism
and Mass Communication- Documents and
Libraries)

Islamic and Arabic studies:

{ Usul Ed-deen- Sharia- Arabic
‘Language)



™
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Scientific and Literary Sections (Girls)
Faculty of Commerce
Faculty of Islamic Studies

Faculty of Humanities

(Sociology - Psychology - Arabic Language - Documents and Libraries - German
Language - Geography - Urdu Language - Turkish Language - Education - Spanish
Language - History - Persian Language — Preschoo!l Education - English Simultaneous
Interpretation}.

Faculty of Iélamic anc Arabic Studies:

(Usul Ed-deen- Sharia - Arabi¢ Language — Journalism and Mass Communication -
Sociology — Sharia and Law).

The Islamic College for Girls:

(Usul Ed-deep- Commerce - Sharia - Education - Arabic Language)



Al Azhar Al Sharif
Islarﬁic Research Academy
General Department of Foreign Students
Information Form

Student's full name in Arabic as written in passport:

Student's name in Latin letters (non-Arabs):

Student's nationality: Birth Date and Place:
‘Passport No;:. | Issuance Body and Date:
Passport expiry date:

First arrival to A.R.E. date;

Last arrival to A.R.E. date:

\/:isa type and expiry date:

Student's address abroad:

Student's address in Egypt: .

,Mother‘s full name and nationality:

Mother’s birth date and place:

Father's full name and nationality:

Father’s birth date and place:

Family members resident in Egypt but are not students:

¢

Attach
personal
photo {4x6}

Name Degree of kinship Residence address

Work




Family members living and studying in Egypt’s Institutes and Universities:

Name Degree of kinship Residence address Work

(Degree of kinship: father — mother — siblings — husband — wife)
Student’s name:

Si gnaturé: { )

e Official Seal

of the AR.E

Accredited by,

Head of Mission



o ¥

Al-Azhar Al-Sharif -
Hostels of Tslamic Delegates
Office of the First Deputy
Counselor of his Eminence The Grand Imam of Al-Azhar
Acknowledgment of Al Azhar Scholarship
Candidate
I, hereby, student named: . ....ocooi oo e , certify,
Religion:
Nationality:
Passport no. and data:

To have become acquainted ~at the embassy’s headquarters- with the registration conditions and
the financial and general provisions of the Al-Azhar Al-Sharif scholarship; and in case there are
no vacancies at hostels of the Islamic Delegates, T hereby certify to find a residence outside the
hostels and bear the expenses thereof; and I also agree to have a medical examination upon
arriving to the Arab Republic of Egypt to verify my physical condition; otherwise my
scholarship shall be cancelled. I shall be deprived of the scholarship and deported to my country
at my own expense in the following cases:

- IfTam found infected with any of the infectious diseases (HIV~ Hepatitis -
Tuberculosis...etc) before or after arriving to the Arab Republic of Egypt.

- IfTam found registered on more than one scholarship in the Arab Republic of Egypt.

- IfTam found during my stay for the scholarship to be undertaking any work or
activity other than my study at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif,

- Ifany of my family members (father — mother - husband — wife - siblings) is found
registered or nominated on one of Al-Azhar Scholarships.

- IfIrefuse to atfend-my class —decided upon my placement test (qualifying studies ~
preparatory — secondary) — regularly.

- Ifany of the information in my passport is found invalid and 1 hereby stipulate not to
change any of the data during my stay in Egypt in the future to avoid having my
scholarship cancelled during any of the academic years.



£
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(The student shall continue to receive the stipend if he or she continues his or her studies;
he or she shall have the right to receive a return ticket from Al Azhar Al Sharif, if he
completed his studies successfully).

Name:
Signature: ( )
Offictal Seal
of the A.R.E
Accredited by,
Head of the Mission
Translated by:

Mariam Abdel-Gawad Abdel-Hamid

Revised by:
Dalia Helmy Ahmed Sedky
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